
That’s going from a lot of 
work to very little.                            
Continued on page 2 

10. This Change is Bad 
This isn’t Obama change. 
This is bad change. For those 
who don’t know, Mr. Green 
is leaving in December. Once 
we get back from Christmas 
break, he will no longer be 
principal. He's leaving half 
way through the year! This 
creates a tremendous diffi-
culty for grads, and frankly, 
everyone else. If you’re going 
to leave, Mr. Green, at least 
leave at the end of the year! 
 
9. New Students 
We have new students this 
year. The school is on the 
map. Ever since we’ve built 
the new school we've been 
getting noticed. Sutherland 
will be known. Mr. Green 
was helping us build our pro-
file, but now...will Burnaby 
and Coquitlam know where 
Sutherland is? (They know 

about Carson and 
Handsworth!) 
 
8. Retirement’s 
Boring 
Let’s face it. Mr. 
Green, you’re go-
ing to be bored. 
After the holidays 
you will have noth-
ing to do. There 
will be a few things 
to do, but nothing 
major. You will 
probably get fat, 
start smoking a 
pipe, and sit in a 
rocking chair. Am I 
being stereotypi-
cal? You bet. Even 
if Mr. Green does-
n’t get old and fat, he will still 
be bored. What are you go-
ing to do Mr. Green, join a 
water polo team? You’ve just 
been   principal of a school. 

10 Reasons Why Mr. Green Shouldn't Leave. 

Nielsen 101 
Most likely, you have seen 
him around, helping students 
out, and pointing us all in the 
right direction. He is cur-
rently one of our school 
counsellors, and has been 
said to have an undeniable 
wit. His name is Mr. Nielsen. 
I had the pleasure to apply 
my first interview to Mr. 

Nielsen, and he gladly told 
me about his experiences as 
a teacher, his passion for 
English, and how he never 
passes up an opportunity to 
fly away from the cold. But 
before I spoil the details of 
Mr. Nielsen’s life to every-
one, take an opportunity to 
read the interview for your-

self. 
 
So, for the people who haven’t 
had the chance to meet you 
yet, could you give a brief de-
scription of yourself? 
Well, I was born in Vancou-
ver and grew up in Burnaby, 
and then I went to        
Continued on page 2 
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to the correct writers. 
Firstly, Erin Willetts 
wrote 'How to Save a 
Life', not anonymous. 
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7. Will Never Learn My 
Name 
Mr. Green will never learn 
my name. I doubt he would 
have learned it regardless, 
but now he won’t ever(it’s 
James in case you're read-
ing). He will never learn 
your name either. It’s not at 
all unfair that he learn a 
thousand names. He should 
learn every student's name 
before he leaves. 
 
6. New Principal 
With the leaving of a princi-
pal, comes the arrival of a 
new one; who would’ve 
guessed? Now the new prin-
cipal may be a very nice 
person, or they may be the 
spawn of Satan himself. 
Now imagine the principal 
as you’re walking by, breath-
ing fire on you. No, but in 

all seriousness he or she 
could be awful. The princi-
pal has A LOT of adminis-
trative power. They could 
do more bad than good. 
 
5. Won’t Shake Our 
Hands! 
At the grad ceremony, stu-
dents will be shaking some-
body else’s hand! The 
Grads will not have the 
pleasure of shaking Mr. 
Green’s hand. The man that 
has been there through eve-
rything, good and bad, will 
not be there to shake your 
hand. You may not know 
him personally, he may not 
know your name, but you’ve 
always wanted to shake his 
hand. 
 
4. He’s the Rock 
I know at least for the grade 
eleven’s and twelve’s that 
Mr. Green has been there 
through everything. Since 
I’ve been here, the Vice 
Principals have both 
changed, the school has 
changed, and some teachers 
have changed, but through 

all the change, there has 
been Mr. Green. He’s the 
man who has kept every-
thing in order. He's been 
our pillar of strength 
through all this unsettling 
business. 
 
3. Sick Days 
You may not know this, but 
Mr. Green is never sick. He 
has taken probably three 
sick days in his whole time 
as principal. He must have 
at least 500 sick days 
banked so far. He could just 
take all his sick days at once, 
but instead he chooses to 
come to school. 
 
2. The New School 
After all this work on the 
new school, he’s leaving 
before it’s even finished. Mr. 
Green has been the cheer-
leader, the captain, anything 
and everything you can 
name to get this new school 
going. The front courtyard 
isn’t even built yet. We just 
got settled into this school, 
and he can’t even get com-
fortable. This school actually 

wanted to be a teacher? 
I took a lot of literature in 
university and loved it, of 
course, and then the oppor-
tunity to go into teaching 
allowed for sharing my love 
of literature. I also love talk-
ing about it, as you have 
witnessed first hand. It has 
motivated me to want to 
share that passion and en-
joyment with students. 

UBC and SFU for university. 
One of the things that pro-
pelled me into teaching was 
the counsellors who were 
like rock star kind of guys, 
and they told us about going 
to Seattle to see bands play. 
It opened up a world to me 
so I could see that teachers 
could be cool. 
 
So you always knew that you 

 
I understand that this is the 
first year you have only been a 
counsellor and not had any 
English classes to teach. Do 
you miss having a class? 
Yeah, I miss teaching English 
and connecting with stu-
dents in a way you just can’t 
connect in a counselling 
office with students only 
coming in one at a time. It’s 
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has a new building, where 
when I walk in the door in 
the morning it doesn’t feel 
like a little bit of my soul 
just died. Don’t you think 
Mr. Green deserves to 
enjoy this school? 
 
1. Nice Guy 
Most of all, Mr. Green is a 
nice guy. He has been here 
for a long time, has suf-
fered through a new 
school and put up with 
thousands of unruly teen-
agers, yet somehow, he 
still likes his job. The rea-
son this article is getting 
written is because every-
one really loves Mr. Green 
and they don’t want to see 
him go. This has probably 
been a really hard decision 
for Mr. Green, and he will 
probably miss this place a 
lot when he's gone. Listen-
ing to his speech at the 
Remembrance Day assem-
bly, I couldn't help but 
think, this place will be a 
lot different without him. 
 
-James Elliot 

“At the grad ceremony, 

students will be 

shaking somebody 

else’s hand!” 

like I’ve lost the opportu-
nity I’d have every day 
making students laugh, 
getting students excited, 
shocked, sharing personal 
stories of my crazy past 
and seeing if they believe 
me. 
 
Are you at all interested in 
becoming an administrator? 
NOT AT ALL! You know, 
the purpose of making 



such a high tech building 
was to get it to the point of 
running on its own without 
needing an administrator. 
Maybe they’ll call it Mr. Wi-
Fi. 
 
What do you have to say 
about your clever and witty 
reputation you have from your 
previous students? 
Um, they must have really 
done their research . Must 
have had some first hand 
knowledge and received 
high marks for giving me 
such high praise. I’m thinking 
there’s some kids in classes 
not getting an A because 
cause I’m not their teacher. 
 
Which came first: the chicken, 
or the egg? 
The chicken or the egg, 
hmm...I wanna say, oh man. 
I’m trying to be intelligent 
here, but it’s impossible. Ya, 
I’m gonna go with chicken. 
Somehow, I feel like I have 
to know that there was 
already something in place 
to make the egg. That’s re-
assuring to me. Life only 
really starts once you be-
come an adult anyways. 
 
Well do you have any advice 
for those of us becoming 
chickens? What got you 
through? 
I’m tempted to become 
serious. That’s a good ques-
tion. Some good friends, a 
little bit of a plan, but not 
too specific. Mine was “if I 
survive high school, I’ll go to 
university and that will save 
my life. Just having that goal, 
whether it’s getting through 
and then working or travel-
ing, or going to school 

helps, and then the next 
think you know, you’re an 
adult. 
 
Which decade were you born 
in? 
Um, the fifties. The late fif-
ties. I was in high school in 
the early seventies, gradu-
ated in ’75 from Burnaby 
Central. I was not a part of 
the hippie generation. I 
caught the tail end of it. I 
could talk the talk, but I 
guess I just couldn’t walk 
the walk. Five years earlier I 
would have skipped school 
and gone to Woodstock. In 
my high school, teachers 
still smoked in the staff 
room and students could 
smoke anywhere outside a 
doorway in between classes. 
 
So is that where your picture 
in our yearbook came from? 
(laughs) Yes, that was my 
grad picture. The following 
fall at UBC my picture 
looked like a caveman. 
 
Have you ever heard of “The 
Hills”? 
Is that one that’s in L.A.? 
Yeah, I heard one student 
talking about it with her 
mom, but I thought it was 
90210. It makes me realize 
that a generation gap is 
creeping into my life. 
There’s a distance between 
Old Mr. Nielsen and the 
youthful youth of today. 
 
What do you want for Christ-
mas? 
Palm trees, and warm sand 
between my toes. 
 
How do you spend your sum-
mers or other breaks? 

When I’m 
away from 
here, I always 
try not to be 
where it’s 
cold. 
 
Like Cuba? 
Like Cuba, 
Mexico, Las 
Vegas. I think 
in the last 
twenty four 
months I’ve 
gone on nine trips to hot 
places, which is good for my 
professional development. 
They cost so much that it is 
necessary for me to return 
to my profession. I like to 
go where the language is 
different, the culture is dif-
ferent. It makes for more of 
an adventure. 
 
How often to people misspell 
your name? 
At least nine out of ten 
times. 
 
And for the record, it is 
spelled? 
N-i-e-l-s-e-n 
 
Which other schools have you 
taught at? 
First I taught at a private 
international school, then 
Carson, and then here at 
Sutherland. 
 
And finally, the question on 
everyone’s mind: is there any-
one special in your life? 
That’s getting personal, but I 
know you guys thrive on 
this kind of stuff
(laughs).What a timely ques-
tion that is. I want to say 
that as of Sunday, Novem-
ber 9, no! But that’s subject 
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to change. 
 
So there you have it, a 
look into the life of Mr. 
Nielsen. Sutherland's 
very own literature lov-
ing, sun hungry counsel-
lor. Hopefully now you 
will better understand 
the life of Mr. Nielsen, 
and feel as if you have a 
better understanding of 
the man behind the ad-
vice. 
 
-Katie Sweeney 

Mr. Nielsen happily being photographed in 
his counselling office.  

Questions?  
Comments?  

Suggestions?  
Story ideas?  
Complaints?  

 
Send them to: 

 
 
 

SabreT-
rooth@hotmail.com  

 
 
 

 
We won't bite, we  

promise  



“You can watch their drama 
without dealing with your 
own. I think people are in-
terested in how rich girls 
live and deal with make-ups 
and break-ups. It’s very en-
tertaining.” However, Sam 
Cain (grade 10), says, “I 
actually think it’s a good 
show. It shows girls that you 
can actually reach for your 
goals, making new friends 
on the way, and building 
character. The only thing I 
don’t like about it is how 
they fight over boys and 
steal girls’ boyfriends. We 
don’t do that in real life.” 
There’s a lot of controversy 
for The Hills. Most girls 
seemed to make fun of 
themselves for watching it 
when asked. 
 
The show is very cheaply 
done, with ten minutes of 
commercials, ten minutes of 
the most recent music in 
between scenes, and ten 
minutes of the actual show. 
When the show turns to 
commercial, which is every 
three minutes, a dramatic 
song comes on while the 
“reality stars” gaze and pout 
their lips, flipping their hair 
at each other to appear 
stressed out and hard done 
by. C'mon, they get paid 
thousands each episode, 
own huge lofts in LA, and 
do absolutely nothing to 
earn anything except create 
drama with their friends! 
Everything is completely 
staged, despite what the 
“reality stars” and crew say. 
For example, they are 
caught talking about some-
thing that just happened last 
scene while sharing their 

facts and tears over a cof-
fee. You can tell that their 
hair, makeup, and wardrobe 
has all been picked out for 
each scene and touched up. 
 
Mostly what happens each 
show is Whitney and Lauren 
unprofessionally text friends 
about what club they are 
going to that night, and flirt 
with male models at work. 
Heidi, a former best friend 
of Lauren, mothers her boy-
friend Spencer, who makes 
everything in her life ten 
times worse than it is. The 
good news for Lauren is 
that it gives her any excuse 
to gossip about Heidi and 
Spencer, which she obvi-
ously lives and breathes for 
(other than bossing her 
friends around). Audrina, a 
friend of Lauren, complains 
about her boyfriend Justin 
Bobby (yes he has two 
names) who flirts with other 
women and acts like he’s 
high 24/7. Accept it already, 
Audrina, you can’t change a 
guy and he won’t change, so 
move on! Others include 
the guys, who are so annoy-
ing and arrogant that you 
want to meet them in per-
son just so you can pull up 
their pants. 
 
Well, you have to give them 
some credit. They have kept 
the attention of millions of 
viewers enough for this be-
ing the fourth season of The 
Hills. Although the ratings 
are going down, they can 
still create more drama and 
add more rumors to break 
up friendships in the script. 
 
-Sara Babakioff 

The Hills: Loved Yet Hated 

“The show is very 

cheaply done, with 

ten minutes of 

commercials, ten 

minutes of the most 

recent music in 

between scenes, 

and ten minutes of 

the actual show” 
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The most 
popular 
reality TV 
show these 
days is The 
Hills. Rich, 
spoiled 
twenty-
somethings 
are living in 
Beverly 
hills dealing 
with boy-

friends, ex-boyfriends, 
friendships, and everything 
else that can occur during 
adolescent years. It makes 
you wonder why they are 
acting like they are in high 
school, yet still being idol-
ized and looked up to by 
the public. The “reality 
stars” are featured in maga-
zines and being shot by the 
paparazzi. Lauren Conrad 
has already been on the 
cover of Seventeen, Cosmo-
politan, Shape, and many 
other 'hip' magazines out 
there. I wonder why girls 
and young women watch 
these immature drama 
queens on national televi-
sion, and what sickens me 
the most is that I watch it! I 
am obsessed with hating 
and mocking the cast, par-
ticularly Lauren Conrad, but 
why do I put myself through 
that? I don’t think everyone 
hates them that much, so 
what else is to the show? 
Others said they like the 
clothes, accessories, hair-
styles, and expensive labels 
that most of us girls can 
only dream of wearing. Oth-
ers admitted that the show 
is totally bogus, yet enter-
taining and oddly addictive. 
Kaity Colby (grade 11), says, 

            Narcissistic cast of The Hills  



What ever happened to 
children playing outside and 
making their own fun? To Kill 
a Mocking Bird In the 1960's 
novel, the children, Jem and 
Scout, are outside from 
dawn to dusk playing games 
they created themselves. 
They play in and around 
their neighbourhood with 
no parental supervision and 
when it was time to come 
in, the maid, Calpernia 
would ring her bell signalling 
supper. There was just a 
natural trust with everybody 
in their town and kids 
looked after other kids en-

suring everybody was safe. 
Unfortunately, now in the 
21 century that doesn't hap-
pen. Electronics these days 
like Xbox 360s, PS3s, com-
puters and televison, have 
become the baby sitters of 
today's society. With the 
lack of physical education 
and exercise occurring in 
people's lifestyles, there are 
a lot of health issues and 
obesity in young children 
and adults. Remember older 
days where neighbourhoods 
were full of children of all 
ages, interacting and playing 
games of all kinds? It is truly 

a shame how things have 
changed throughout time. It 
is nice to see that the 
school district realizes that 
this is a serious issue, and 
that they are making a vali-
ent effort to try to increase 
the amount of physical activ-
ity children of all ages need 
to live long and healthy lives. 
Something has to be 
changed to get this situation 
under control, or else this 
generation won’t outlive the 
previous one. Let's get and 
keep active! 

-James Buckley 

How We Got Here 

The Cancer Awareness Club 

working hard to have events 
that are equally as beneficial 
to the student population. 
The latest and also the first 
event of the school year 
was the aforementioned 
Haunted House. Members 
thought of this idea and 
carried it out by working 
very hard during late eve-
nings and early mornings. 
The end result was the mas-
sive, intense and scary 
(maybe the last one not so 
much) interactive display 
that some students got to 
experience during the 
haunted lunch hour of Hal-
lowe’en. In my opinion, the 
Haunted House was amaz-
ing, so much so that I was in 
there for the whole lunch 
break. The members’ hard 
work paid off as the stu-
dents of Sutherland helped 
raise $135.62. 

Now, working in the Can-

cer Awareness Club may 
seem like all hard work, it 
being so physically and 
mentally demanding, but it 
is also fun. Every Tuesday, 
the members gather in 
room C104, which is the 
tiny room by the theatre, 
and cram in to discuss the 
upcoming event. Some-
times, the discussions get 
very fierce and loud, while 
at other times, the mem-
bers contribute their ideas 
simply by elaborating them 
on the white board or talk-
ing out of the sync 
(literally). While some 
ideas are opposed and ten-
sions are apparent from 
time to time, all the mem-
bers are there for one 
common goal: to help raise 
awareness for cancer. 

Continued on Page 6 

 

If you went to the Haunted 
House that was put on at 
Sutherland during Hal-
lowe’en, then give yourself a 
pat on the back because you 
donated at least two dollars 
to the Canadian Cancer 
Society. The Haunted 
House was produced by 
Sutherland’s own Cancer 
Awareness Club- the only 
club of its kind in all of 
North Vancouver’s high 
schools. They organize vari-
ous events for Sutherland 
throughout the year to raise 
money and awareness for 
cancer. There are several 
members in the club from 
various grades who meet up 
every Tuesday at lunch to 
plan these events.  

Unlike previous years, the 
school is not allowed to sell 
“bad food,” so the club 
can’t have bake sales like 
they used to, but they’re 
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Where have all the      
children gone? 

“this 
generation 

won’t outlive 
the previous 

one” 



The Cancer 
Awareness 
Club is 
coming up 
with more 
ideas for 
the future, 
so if you 
think that 
you’re lack-
ing in good 
deeds occa-
sionally, 
help them 
out and 

donate when they hold 
events. Even if you can’t 
donate money, you can still 
contribute by sharing an 
idea that you might have 
about anything that might 
benefit the club. If you feel 
up to giving, the next event 
is coming up in December 
so keep your heads up to 
find out what kind of spec-
tacular fundraising they are 
doing then. 

- Jenny lee 

Cancer Awareness –cont. 

Do You Know What Really Grinds My Gears? 

the popular TV series, Fam-
ily Guy. He got the chance to 
express his opinion, and 
now it’s my turn. 
 
 
1. If you are one of those 
people who think that you 
know everything then you 
are, straight up, a moron. If 
you are so smart and always 
right, then why don’t you 
know how stupid you are? 
There are clearly people 
who are more knowledge-
able than you. Stop talking 
down to them. 
 
2. Other people on the road 
that really ride my tail. I 
have my “L,” which means 
that I have to drive around 
everywhere with my 
mommy. Whilst having my 
“Learners” sign on the back, 
practically everyone thinks I 
have the mental capacity of 
a moldy piece of bread, as 
cars drive by and the drivers 
say aloud, “what a waste.” I 
constantly get honked at 

and cut off-I’m sick of it! I 
can work the road just as 
well, or better then most 
people on the streets. I have 
a broad understanding of 
the rules and regulations, 
and I share the road with 
everyone else. These people 
should back off and give use 
more respect. NOTE: Bad 
drivers also make me very 
angry. 
 
3. I can not stand when girls 
are so flustered with all the 
important things going on in 
their lives that they domi-
nate conversation and just 
can’t stop talking. Upon 
being informed of how an-
noying they are, they be-
come upset; not just upset, 
but enraged. They somehow 
get into a state that does 
not allow them to be social, 
or be able to uphold a con-
versation. They just get all 
sulky and won’t even listen 
to reason and start argu-
ments. This brings me to my 
next point. 

Hi, my name is Jared James 
and I am simply a grade 12 
student at our humble 
school. This is an article 
about things that agitate me, 
and a few things that aggra-
vate some of the people I 
have talked to. In no way 
whatsoever do I mean to 
insult you, or try to belittle 
your personality and per-
sonal beliefs with this arti-
cle.“Do you know what 
really grinds my gears?” 
These are the words of the 
famous Peter Griffin from 

“I have to drive 

around 

everywhere 

with my 

mommy. Whilst 

having my 

‘Learners’ sign 

on the back” 
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Members of the Cancer Awareness Club smiling at the loocation of the Haunted House  

           Peter Griffin expressing his opinions 



 
4. People who make an ar-
gument and support their 
ideas with irrelevant topics 
that make it easier for peo-
ple to judge them as an id-
iot. People do that all the 
time and usually they are 
wrong. When people do 
this, other people become 
aware that these people do 
not know what they are 
talking about, and usually 

find themselves disagreeing 
with them. 
 
5. When people park in the 
parking lot with their 
bumper (rear or front) 
hanging over the sidewalk. 
Today I walked into a cer-
tain red Chevrolet that just 
so happens to do this every 
day. It is just a minor incon-
venience that completely 
ruins my morning. 

It is my goal to inspire all 
readers to think about what 
I have said and take it in the 
most insightful, positive way 
possible. If everyone in the 
world were to fix these 
annoyances, then I would be 
a very happy man. Until 
then, you can find me mop-
ing around in the halls with 
my gears still grinding. 

-Jared James 

Do You Know What Really Grinds My Gears? 

Coldplay’s Day 

and powerful imagery don’t 
disappoint those looking for 
a deeper appeal. 
 
Sure, from a lead singer 
who decided to name his 
kid Apple, you might expect 
a bit of a fruity album, how-
ever, the band even sur-
prised me in their choice of 
topics. Much like U2, Cold-
play found a way to move 
from the classic heartbreak 
tearjerkers and love songs 
to a range of revolution, 
moral and universal issues. I 
feel the group has matured 
and is experimenting by 
singing about issues closer 
to their own hearts while 
still maintaining an album 
theme and feel. 
 
After X&Y, Coldplay’s last 
album, I, in all honesty, was-
n’t expecting anything spe-
cial from the group. It’s easy 
to believe you can’t teach an 
old band new tricks but I 
was proven wrong after 
listening to the album. All 
members experimented 
with numerous instruments 
they were unaccustomed to 

in order to 
get “their 
juices flow-
ing” as it 
was put by 
Brian Eno, 
a man 
known for 
his work 
with U2, 
which cre-
ated a variety of interesting 
and catchy sounds. I have 
favorites by the band such 
as "Yellow" and "The Scien-
tist," but in retrospect I 
believe this album came 
close to meeting A Rush of 
Blood to the Head’s reputa-
tion. 
Personal favorites from the 
album include the songs, 
"Violet Hill," and the longest 
song in the album, "Yes." 
Famous rap artist, Jay-Z, has 
already made a remix to the 
song "Lost!", and as a result 
many have turned their at-
tention to a band somewhat 
eclipsed by its large fan base 
and familiar sound. Give the 
album a listen: you don’t 
know what you’re missing.  

Coldplay has recently re-
leased its new album, Viva La 
Vida or, Death and All His 
Friends. It was the fourth 
studio album released by 
the band to date. The Eng-
lish-born band has been 
considered the new U2 af-
ter a successful run since its 
debut album of Parachutes 
and a mellow sound that 
attracts all types of listeners. 
After being nominated 
Grammies in past years, the 
band hasn’t failed to reward 
its diehard fan base with this 
new sounding, yet neverthe-
less, classic album. With its 
alternative rock sound 
keeping it the top selling 
album in 36 countries, it’s 
receiving acclaimed success 
in media and public review. 
Coldplay takes its listeners 
for an experience that pro-
vokes new emotion and 
stirs the same feelings from 
years past all in a collection 
of ten memorable songs. 
However, the lyrics which 
previously focused on love 
and relationships, has 
changed to a more historical 
and political feel. Metaphors 

“These kids 

today, with 

their popular 

music and their 

I-frogs or 

whatever you 

call ‘em...” 

-Old Person 
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I give the new album four and a half stars 

“If everyone in 
the world were 
to fix these 

annoyances, 
then I would be 
a very happy 

man” 



With 
their 
incredible 
knack of 
team-
work and 
individual 
ability, 
it’s no 
wonder 

the junior boys’ soccer team 
is undefeated this season. 
Monday after school, No-
vember 10, the boys set out 
to play against Sutherland’s 
arch rivals: The Argyle Pip-
ers. This wasn’t just any 
seasonal game, but the 
semi-final round of the play-
offs. 
 
The Sabres started out well, 
creating many opportunities 
to score, and made good 
use of the field. After the 
continuous number of close 
shots on goal and smart 
plays, the boys didn’t cave in 
to frustration or with-
drawal. Instead, they kept 
attacking and working hard 
to keep momentum. Unfor-
tunately, even though Sa-
bres had most of the pos-
session, the Pipers scored in 
the first 20 minutes on a 
powerful strike to the top 

left corner; however, this 
was no worry to our Sabres 
– in less than a minute, they 
retaliated with a strong rush 
to the net and Erik tapped a 
light pass into the centre of 
the net, just slipping past 
Argyle’s keeper. 
 
With the match tied one all, 
both teams were eager to 
go up on their opponents in 
the beginning of the second 
half and secure a place in 
the finals as quickly as possi-
ble. Both teams found them-
selves in the dangerous side 
of the turf with free kicks, 
but the ball either went 
over the net or was blocked 
by a wall that the teams 
created. As time ticked by, 
the Sabres dominated the 
second half with the most 
possession and opportuni-
ties. The clock was starting 
to run out and it was clear 
by the nervous murmurs of 
the crowd that the teams 
and their parents were be-
ginning to feel agitated and 
worried about the possibil-
ity of over time and shoot-
outs. After all the close 
shots, the Sabres just could-
n’t finish and put a goal to 
their efforts, until finally, at 

the last minute, Ali Farokhi 
sprinted up the right flank, 
crossed the ball to his team-
mate, Grayson, where he 
scored a beautiful winning 
goal. 
 
By their loud cheers, and 
proud expressions, no one 
even had to ask the coaches 
and players how they were 
feeling after that last second 
win. It was a great atmos-
phere, filled with spirit, cele-
bration and accomplish-
ment. 
 
On Thursday, the 13th, the 
boys took on Sentinel in the 
finals. The game was tied 
one all with Ali Farokhi 
scoring the equalizer. With 
a tie in a final game, comes a 
shootout. The air was tense 
but Sutherland’s keeper, 
Liam, made “a bunch of 
great saves,” and Matt Hil-
der, Devon Woolley and 
Grayson each scored bril-
liant goals to win the finals 
for the Sabres! If you see 
any of the players in the hall, 
make sure to congratulate 
them: Junior Soccer Cham-
pions 2008 – way to make 
Sutherland proud! 

- Sarah Tustin 

Soccer at Langara College. 
He’s been coaching them 
for eight years now, and 
with his team, has already 
successfully brought them 
into and won, the National 
Championships for the past 
three out of four years. 

We all know Mr. Birt, one 
of Sutherland’s most vet-
eran PE teachers and high 
school sports coach, but 
what you may not know, is 
that aside from teaching 
Phys Ed, Mr. Birt also hap-
pens to coach Women’s 

That may sound like one 
heck of an accomplishment, 
but he remains humble. He 
informs me that the best 
part of his job is “helping 
players achieve some of 
their soccer goals and push-
ing them to their personal 

The Junior Boys Soccer Team Shoots for the Stars 

Mr. Birt’s Other Hat 

“If you see any 

of the players 

in the hall, 

make sure to 

congratulate 

them” 
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limits, which they may not 
want to reach otherwise.”  
 
Just like any other sport or 
job, there are some aspects 
of the field that can be diffi-
cult to work around, such 
as “the season being ex-
tremely short. The pre-
season starts in August and 
the season runs from Sep-
tember to October.” Al-
though a short season gives 
Mr. Birt more time to focus 
on Sutherland and other 
activities, he says that,” it’s 
difficult to get the team 
playing the way you want 
them to in a short period of 

time.” If he doesn’t have the 
time to train the team, then 
it will be hard for the play-
ers to develop to the best 
of their abilities and to be-
come knowledgeable and 
comfortable with their 
coach’s style of play. When 
asked about the difference 
between coaching at the 
high school level and the 
college level, he replied, 
“the biggest difference 
would probably be dealing 
with high level athletes that 
are expected to exceed in 
their area, whereas, high 
school students have a wide 
range of abilities and desires 

to succeed.” That goes out 
to you PE students out 
there – you may not excel 
at soccer, but that doesn’t 
mean you can’t succeed at 
any other sport. For you 
female soccer stars out 
there, if you’re interested in 
playing for Langara College’s 
Women’s Team, keep in 
mind, it’s “fairly difficult in 
the sense that we’re only 
replacing five or six players 
a year. We usually look for 
the best metro players,” but 
don’t be discouraged, 
there’s always room for 
improvement and effort. 

-Sarah Tustin 

Mister Birt’s Other Hat 

Athlete of the Month: Gianmarco Pensato 

lete we want here at Suth-
erland." Mr. Mahon, the 
coach of the senior boys’ 
soccer team said, "He did 
very well playing up and was 
great to coach. He works 
hard and is a very skilled 
player; he was also quite 
popular with his team-
mates." I had the great op-
portunity of sitting down 
and talking with Gianmarco 
to get to know him a little 
better and to talk about his 
sport. 
 
Stephanie: What sports 
do you play? 
 
Gianmarco: As of right 
now I am only playing soc-
cer. 
 
Stephanie: I see, what 
other sports have you 
played in the past? 
 

Gianmarco: I’ve played 
baseball, football, roller 
hockey and basketball. 
 
Stephanie: So it seems like 
soccer is your main sport, 
what level do you play at? 
 
Gianmarco: I play at the 
metro level. 
 
Stephanie: Wow, that’s 
really good! What soccer 
team do you play for? 
 
Gianmarco: I play for Sur-
rey Guildford United. 
 
Stephanie: How long have 
you been playing soccer for? 
 
Gianmarco: Since I could 
walk (laughs). I kicked my 
first soccer ball at around 
age three. 
 
Continued on page 10 

With the Sutherland boys’ 
soccer season coming to an 
end, it seemed fitting that 
The Sabre Trooth's athlete of 
the month should be none 
other than one of Suther-
land’s many soccer stars: 
Gianmarco Pensato. Gian-
marco is a grade 10 student 
who played a tremendous 
season up with our senior 
boys, even though he tech-
nically is at the junior age 
level. "As an underage 
player for the senior boys’ 
soccer team, Gianmarco has 
great skills, a killer instinct, 
and is very mature for his 
age. All in all, he was a great 
asset to our team," Mr. 
Thornhill stated when asked 
why Gianmarco was a good 
candidate for athlete of the 
month. "He works hard, 
shows class and is a great 
team player. He's a perfect 
example of the kind of ath-

“I kicked my 
first soccer 

ball at 
around age 

three.” 
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Mr. Birt shows off his Lan-
gara pride 



Stephanie: What made 
you get into soccer in the 
first place? 
 
Gianmarco: My dad got 
me into it. The fact that he 
made it pretty far in soccer 
makes me want to do well 
and to see if I can go that far 
too. I really see this as a 
competition between him 
and I (laughs). 
 
Stephanie: It looks like 
soccer runs in the family. 
Exactly how far did your 
father make it in soccer? 
 
Gianmarco: He made it 
professionally in Italy. 
 
Stephanie: Are there any 
significant moments in your 
own soccer career that you 
are proud of? 
 
Gianmarco: The two most 
significant moments in my 
career would be winning the 
provincials with my team 
this year and being invited 
twice to tryout for a profes-
sional youth club in Italy. 
 

Stephanie: How often 
do you practice and play 
games? 
 
Gianmarco: I play soccer 
games every Saturday, and 
practice soccer about 6 
times a week. 
 
Stephanie: Are there any 
other sports or activities 
you would be interested 
in trying out? 
 
Gianmarco: I’ll play any 

sport really. I’m into any-
thing that has some sort of 

competition involved. 
 
Stephanie: So what about 
competitive ballroom danc-
ing? 
 
Gianmarco: Umm… no. I 
guess there are some things 
I won’t do (laughs). 
 
Stephanie: Who’s your 
favourite professional soc-
cer player? 
 
Gianmarco: My favourite 
soccer player would have to 
be Fabio Cannavaro. I loved 
the way he led Italy to the 
World Cup in 2006. 
 
Stephanie: What is your 
favourite professional sports 
team? 
 
Gianmarco: My favourite 
pro soccer team would have 
to be A.C. Milan. 
 
Stephanie: Have you ever 
been to Milan? 
 
Gianmarco: Yeah, I’ve 
been three times. Every 
time I’ve gone it’s either 
been for a soccer tourna-
ment, or last time I went for 
a tryout for a professional 
youth club over there. 
 
Stephanie: Have you trav-
eled anywhere else for soc-
cer? 
 
Gianmarco: Italy would be 
the only place I’ve traveled 
outside of Canada, but I’m 
going to San Diego on No-
vember 27th. 
 
Stephanie: What are you 
going to be doing in San 

Diego? 
 
Gianmarco: Some team 
wants me to go with them 
for a scouting trip. So a lot 
of colleges will be there 
trying to scout people for 
their teams. It’s pretty big. 
 
Stephanie: Are you inter-
ested in getting a scholar-
ship? 
 
Gianmarco: Definitely. I’m 
hoping that I play well on 
this trip and hopefully I will 
get scouted. I would love to 
get a scholarship to a col-
lege in the U.S. 
 
Stephanie: Mr. Thornhill 
told me you played up last 
year in basketball as well as 
in soccer this year. How 
was your overall experience 
playing up for both teams? 
 
Gianmarco: I found that 
playing for the senior boys’ 
soccer team was a good 
decision; it allowed me to 
play against older, more 
skillful players and to im-
prove on my skills. As for 
the basketball team I really 
enjoyed it. I’d say playing a 
year up for Thornhill was a 
blast and I’d do it again any-
time. 
 
It was a great pleasure to 
talk with Gianmarco. He is 
proof that Sutherland is full 
of great athletes and what 
they are capable of achiev-
ing. Everyone at The Sabre 
Trooth wishes Gianmarco 
the best of luck in San 
Diego!  

- Stephanie Hoyle 

Athlete of the Month-Cont. 

“Playing for the 

senior boys’ 

soccer team was 

a good decision; it 

allowed me to 

play against 

older, more 

skillful players 

and to improve 

on my skills.”  
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Gianmarco displays a 
thumbs up for good 

athleticism! 

Fabio Cannavaro hold-
ing the world cup 



High school is full of drama, 
even more so than some of 
our favourite reality TV 
shows such as "The Hills" or 
"90210". Teenagers have to 
juggle school, friends, par-
ents, extra-curricular activi-
ties, jobs, sports, and even 
relationships. When you're 
under pressure from so 
many demanding areas of 
your life, it can become 
hard to maintain a healthy 
relationship and avoid petty 
gossip. 'Who likes who?' 
'Who is or isn't a virgin?' 
'Who broke up?' 'Who's 
back together?' and 'Who's 
just jealous?' are all fre-
quently asked questions of 
the teenage girl phenomena. 
Now don't get me wrong, 
guys cause drama too, just 
in a different way. 

It is highly amusing how 

seriously many teens take 
themselves and their rela-
tionships. We are only be-
tween the ages of 13 and 
18, but many of us are al-
ready planning our wed-
dings! Let's face it, most of 
us aren't going to end up 
looking into the eyes of our 
wrinkly high school sweet-
heart at our fiftieth anniver-
sary. Relationships just don't 
go that smoothly. Some 
couples fight all the time, 
even going to the lengths of 
pulling the other out of class 
to yell at them for some-
thing they've done wrong. 
Baris Ilcin, a grade 11 stu-
dent said, "Relationships are 
good to a certain point, 
because if you start letting 
the school down and focus-
ing on him or her, it's not a 
good thing."  

It may seem as though some 
couples are made for each 
other, inseparable, if you 
will, and where do you usu-
ally see these inseparable 
couples you may ask. Ex-
ploring each other's mouths, 
that's where! 

I myself have seen countless 

PDA: Putrid Distasteful Atrocities or Potentially Delightful Affairs? 

"it's gross how some 

couples swish saliva 

with each other in 

public. Can't they 

do that outside or 

after school?" 

-Sara Babakioff,  
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 A long goodbye kiss...  

Winter Sports Preview 

ments last year. Mr. Thorn-
hill will be out again to 
coach the senior boys' bas-
ketball team, along with the 
help of Mr. Crowther. Last 
year, the senior boys ended 
their season ranked #15 in 
the AAA boys rankings, and 
finished third in the playoffs. 
The senior girls' basketball 
team will be coached by 
S.T.A grad (“but we’ll for-
give him,” said Mr. Thorn-
hill), Matt Raimando. Mr. 
Thornhill also went on to 
say that even with the loss 
of a few key players, he ex-
pects the senior girls to 
have a strong season, “I 
expect all our teams to do 
well. I think the senior girls 
and the grade nine boys will 

both have 
strong sea-
sons, and I 
think both the 
grade eight 
boys and girls 
will as well.” 
 
Intramural basketball has 
also just gotten underway, 
with teams playing at lunch 
time in the large gym. If you 
are bored at lunch, this is a 
great way to pass the time: 
watching or playing some 
exciting basketball. Remem-
ber, the spring sports sea-
son is still to come, so if you 
missed the opportunity to 
join a team this winter, look 
ahead to the spring season 
and start preparing. Last 

year, our teams were 
met with a lot of sup-
porters come playoff 
time. This year, Suther-
land, let's try not to 
jump on the bandwagon. 
Come out and show 
your school spirit this 
year by supporting your 
Sutherland teams. Best 
of luck to everyone on a 
successful season! 
-Braden Western 

As the fall sports season 
comes to an end, many stu-
dents at Sutherland look 
forward to the start of the 
winter season. This year’s 
program includes both boys 
and girls' basketball, curling 
and gymnastics. All teams 
have begun practicing and 
are looking forward to a 
strong season. 
 
Former Sutherland math 
teacher, Mo Williams, will 
be coaching the curling 
team, along with the help of 
teacher sponsor, Ms. Foster. 
The gymnastics team, 
coached by Mr. Mitruk, is 
hoping to have another suc-
cessful season after some 
very impressive accomplish-

 Dylan Johnson praying for a good shot 



PDA's (Public Displays of 
Affection) around the 
school and I can't say I have-
n't taken part in this myself. 
In defense, Spencer Pear-
man, a grade 11 boyfriend, 
said, " Public displays of af-
fection are important to a 
relationship no matter how 
embarrassing they are." He's 
right, they are important, 
but they aren't everything, 
and school is for learning, 
not tongue tangling. I'm sure 
you all, or at least most of 
you have seen a couple 
making out in the halls and 
it can be quite an awkward 
or just disturbing experi-
ence in some cases. Here's 
what some students had to 
say about it: Kimi Razavi of 
grade 9 said, " Last year we 
were eating lunch in the 
grade 8 hall when two peo-
ple started making out right 
in front of us! Ew! It was so 
awkward we couldn't eat." 
Her older sister Katie 
Razavi of grade 11 said, 
"Kissing and touching should 
be a private thing." Wesley 
Phillips, a gr 11 student, 
said, "I think relationships 
are cool, but making out in 

the hallway too 
much is annoy-
ing." Ilcin added, 
"Not everyone 
needs to see 
that." However, 
Josh King, 
(Grade 11) stu-
dent, disagrees. 
He thought, "If 
they're in a rela-
tionship, then I 
don't think 

there is anything wrong with 
that." If you are having a 
sappy moment with your 

significant other, a kiss here 
or there never hurt anyone, 
but please, for the sake of 
the children, don't stick 
your tongue down each 
other's throats! 

Another thing that teenag-
ers have all the time are 
rebounds; you should never 
date somebody just to get 
over someone else! You'll 
end up hurting 3 people at 
once: your ex, you, and 
your new boyfriend or girl-
friend. Your ex will feel like 
your relationship meant 
nothing, and you will think 
you're head over heels in 
love with the newbie, al-
though you're not! When 
you realize you're not, you'll 
hurt not only yourself, but 
your new boyfriend or girl-
friend, who may actually like 
you. They will find out they 
were nothing more than a 
stepping stone on the path 
to contentment. All this 
dating and PDA can cause 
jealousy in many cases, and 
cruel comments about per-
sonality or appearance, can 
be made or spread to bring 
a boyfriend or girlfriend 
down. If two people want to 
be together, we should let 
them be.  

Another thing that teenag-
ers have all the time are 
rebounds; you should never 
date somebody just to get 
over someone else! You'll 
end up hurting 3 people at 
once: your ex, you, and 
your new boyfriend or girl-
friend. Your ex will feel like 
your relationship meant 
nothing, and you will think 
you're head over heels in 
love with the newbie, al-

though you're not! When 
you realize you're not, you'll 
hurt not only yourself, but 
your new boyfriend or girl-
friend, who may actually like 
you. They will find out they 
were nothing more than a 
stepping stone on the path 
to contentment. All this 
dating and PDA can cause 
jealousy in many cases, and 
cruel comments about per-
sonality or appearance, can 
be made or spread to bring 
a boyfriend or girlfriend 
down. If two people want to 
be together, we should let 
them be.  

As you can see, high school 
relationships are silly, but 
they are also very compli-
cated. Dating, along with 
Public Displays of Affection 
and rebounds, are all parts 
of the teenage experience, 
some more unnecessary 
than others, but all come in 
one big, oddly wrapped 
package called growing up. 
In conclusion, this hypocriti-
cal journalist has one last 
thing to say: If you want to 
be with someone go for it, 
as cliched as it is, high 
school doesn't last forever 
and we are only young 
once. Besides, you never 
know how things are going 
to work out: sure, you 
probably won't get married, 
and yes, you will most likely 
embarrass yourself by 
smooching in the halls, but 
in the end, the experience is 
a worthwhile one. The 
drama will fade with time, 
but the memories will last 
forever. 

-Kaity Colby 

PDA: Putrid Distasteful Atrocities or Potentially Delightful Affairs?-Cont. 

"Last year we 

were eating 

lunch in grade 8 

hall when two 

people started 

making out 

right in front of 

us! Ew!“ 
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An enthusiastic couple leap into each others arms!  



When you think of the envi-
ronmental club, how would 
you define it?  
A way to keep the school 
clean and to become more 
involved in the school com-
munity; something for those 
of us who want to make a 
difference, make the world a 
better place and – better 
yet – get service hours for 
graduation or awards. It all 
begins with those little blue 
bins and one motto: reduce, 
reuse, recycle. We can’t 
change the world by our-
selves, and it’s not just the 

members of the environ-
mental club that need to 
follow that motto in order 
to make a difference. The 
blue recycling bins are there 
for a reason; they are not 
for garbage, nor are the 
garbage cans for recyclables. 
When emptying the bins, 
we have encountered every-
thing from litter, uneaten of 
half-eaten lunches, bits of 
gum, leftover juice and 
sometimes the resulting 
crowd of fruit flies and a 
pungent stench. It is almost 
as unpleasant to witness as 

it is to sort through, and it 
shows disrespect to our 
new school and to our 
cause. It doesn’t take much 
to remove the caps from 
bottles or the straws from 
your tetra packs, or to actu-
ally drink your juice or pop 
before disposing of it. Just 
this one thing can make our 
school a cleaner, better 
place and be part of our 
global goal to reduce pollu-
tion and to make more of 
what we have, not to waste 
it. 
-Katy Ney (Guest Writer)  

Environment Club 

Top 10 Teacher Embarrassing Moments 

10.) Mrs. Johns 

When I first got my driver’s 
license I got into an accident 
right away. Then the same 
day I hit a pole. It’s a good 
thing that now you guys 
have to get your L’s and 
your N’s before you drive. 

9.) Mrs. Noack 

I was in France at the front 
desk of a hotel. I asked, 
“Vous avez une chambre 
sans un lit?” which means, 
“Do you have a room with-
out a bed?” They were 
looking at me like I was 
from Mars and thinking, why 
would you want a room 
without a bed? It was just 
miscommunication and my 
bad French. 

8.) Mr. Thornhill 

In high school me and my 
buddies were talking about 
what girls we liked. I told 
them that I liked a girl 
named Trisha Doddington 

and one of my friends told 
her. The next day she 
walked into the cafeteria 
and everyone knew. A little 
while later my friend, Jason 
Leckey, went out with her, 
but I was kind of glad be-
cause she turned crazy. 

7.) Mrs. Mah 

You know how students 
make excuses about why 
they don’t have their home-
work done? I never used to 
believe it until I got my two 
dogs. Since they were new I 
didn’t know what they were 
like. Well, I left my bag on 
the living room floor and, 
Jubilee, one of my dogs 
went into the bag and ate 
the student’s homework. I 
felt so bad because I had to 
tell the student. Now I will 
believe when students say, 
“My dog ate my home-
work!” because dogs do eat 
paper. 

Continued on page 14 

You cannot deny that at 
least at one point in your 
life, you’ve had an embar-
rassing moment. Whether 
your pants came off in front 
of a crowd or you were 
caught doing something that 
you know you shouldn’t be 
doing, humiliating things 
happen every day to every-
one, even the people who 
seem to be perfect. These 
people include the ones 
who collect your homework 
every day and keep you in 
after class, the ones who 
call on you to answer a 
question just when you 
weren’t listening, the ones 
who you see each day and 
are convinced that they 
must live at the school. 
These people would be 
your teachers. Here we 
have a list of their top ten 
embarrassing moments for 
you to laugh about and en-
joy!  

 

“Humiliating 

things happen 

every day to 

everyone, even 

the people who 

seem to be 

perfect.” 
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What’s Going 
on at           

Sutherland 

Ms. Cowie and her 
ESL class are fund-
raising to buy chick-

ens for families in 
need. Just 55$ can 
buy two hens and a 
rooster, the build-

ing blocks of a prof-
itable business for a 
needy family. Dona-

tions are made 
through World  

Vision. 



6.) Mrs. Virani 

I was a university student off 
for the summer and I came 
home at ten to see that my 
brother’s shoes were at the 
front door. He was sup-
posed to be in school so I 
stormed up the stairs to get 
him out of bed. I walked 
right into his room to find 
him and his girlfriend. That 
was the last time I went into 
his room without knocking! 

5.) Mrs. Ireland 

I think this experience 
shaped who I am as a per-
son. In grade one I was very, 
very shy and would never 
answer questions in class. 
One day my teacher said to 
put our hands up and tell 
her what page number is on 
the board, but I misheard 
and thought she said to 
scream out the number. I 
put up my hand and 
screamed, “PAGE 67!” I 

never 
an-
swered 
ques-
tions in 
that 
class 
again. 

4.) Ms. 
Martin 

It was 
my first 
day at 
Suther-
land 
and I 
was 
teaching 
a Math 
10 Es-
sentials 

class in the portable. I sat 
down on my stool at the 
front of class and fell back-
wards. I got right back up 
and the students were all 
just staring. They didn’t 
know if they should laugh or 
not, they just stared. It’s like 
the saying, “If you pretend it 
didn’t happen then it didn’t 
happen!” 

3.) Anonymous (she   
didn’t want her name re-
leased because she was too 
embarrassed) 

I once took a weaving class 
and I had a really, really nice 
teacher, Emily. It lasted ten 
weeks and when it was over 
I continued to do some 
weaving. About a year later 
I bumped into Emily, my 
weaving teacher, and I asked 
her, “Oh, are you preg-
nant?” and she wasn’t! She 
looked at me and said, 
“No.” It was really embar-
rassing, but I couldn’t say 

she looked beautiful because 
she was looking very preg-
nant! 

2.) Mr. Gorrell 

I totalled a police car! I used 
to be a cop and I was driv-
ing my cruiser on a gravel 
road in Saskatoon, Sas-
katchewan. I saw a suspi-
cious car and I went to 
catch up to him. I guess I hit 
a rock on the road because 
I blew three tires and rolled 
the car. I never caught the 
suspicious car; he just took 
off. Then after, I was sitting 
in the tow truck that came 
and we were going to the 
city and two guys were 
throwing beers out of their 
window. I couldn’t do any-
thing about it because I was 
sitting in the tow truck! 

1.) Mr. Birt 

In grade ten I was walking 
into an assembly and my 
buddy pants’d me. Not only 
my shorts came off, but my 
underwear too, in front of 
the whole school. I quickly 
pulled them up and casually 
kept walking. 

As you can clearly see, 
we’ve all been through hu-
miliations like these. Some 
not as bad, and some much 
worse. On behalf of these 
teachers, if you ever find 
yourself in a situation like 
theirs, their advice is to just 
laugh it off! If you’re laugh-
ing then people will be 
laughing with you in stead of 
at you, and I can guarantee 
you that you will feel a 
whole lot better about 
yourself afterwards! 

-Louisa Pero 

Top 10 Teacher Embarrassing Moments-Cont. 

I couldn’t say 

she looked 

beautiful 

because she 

was looking 

very 

pregnant! 
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After watching the Coen 
Brother’s recent film, No 
Country for Old Men, I was 
strongly compelled to read 
Cormac McCarthy’s novel 
that the film is based on. 
Upon finishing it, I became 
an instant fan of McCarthy’s 
writing and thus went in 
search of more. This led me 
into reading his most recent 
and arguably best novel, The 
Road. 

In The Road two of the last 
people on Earth, an un-
named father and his young 
son, travel across a cold, 
wretched, corpse-strewn, 
landscape of a post-
apocalyptic world. We fol-
low them as they walk 
through the desolate, burnt 
wasteland, foraging for food 
and hiding from the bands of 
starving cannibals that stalk 
the road. The two are on 
the move heading south 
through what seems to have 
been America, pushing a 
grocery cart through a 
“cauterized terrain” of 
charred trees and lifeless 
rivers. McCarthy never 
specifies what happened 
beyond a short hazy 
flashback that suggests a 
nuclear disaster. Indeed, it is 
not the point of the book. 
Far beyond the typical post 
apocalyptic vision of most 
writers, McCarthy takes us 
on a great journey of in-
tense human emotion, and 
touches on the deepest 
subtleties of the love be-
tween a father and his son. 

The imagery is brutal even 
by Cormac McCarthy’s high 
standards for despair. It is 

also heart-wrenching and 
terrifying, The Road would 
be pure misery if not for its 
savagely stunning beauty, 
and profound meaning. 
McCarthy’s use of language 
is truly breathtaking. Here is 
a typical piece of writing 
that could appear anywhere 
in the book: 

"The land was gullied and 
eroded and barren. The 
bones of dead creatures 
sprawled in the washes. 
Middens of anonymous 
trash. Farmhouses in the 
fields scoured of their paint 
and the clapboards spooned 
and sprung from the wall 
studs. All of it shadow less 
and without feature. The 
road descended through a 
jungle of dead kudzu. A 
marsh where the dead 
reeds lay over the water. 
Beyond the edge of the 
fields the sullen haze hung 
over the earth and sky alike. 
By late afternoon it had 
begun to snow and they 
went on with the tarp over 
them and the wet snow 
hissing on the plastic." 

Remarkable passages like 
these are strewn through-
out the book like poems. 
McCarthy’s apparent disdain 
for traditional punctuation 
can at first be strange and a 
little disconcerting for those 
not familiar with his style. 
However, it quickly grows 
on you and proves to be 
powerful and poetic. 
McCarthy’s sparse writing 
style also serves well to 
emphasize the bleak empti-
ness of the world he por-
trays. 

Overall, The Road is an un-
flinching meditation on the 
worst and the best that we 
as humans are capable of. It 
is a profound and frightening 
tale that drags us into places 
we don’t want to go, and 
forces us to think about 
questions we don’t want to 
ask. I personally believe 
that this is the best book 
I’ve ever read, but it is not 
for everyone. This book is 
very dark and some might 
find it depressing. How-
ever, this did not stop it 
from getting awarded a 
Pulitzer Prize, an endorse-
ment from Oprah Winfrey 
and being adapted into a 
film coming out next year. 
And it doesn’t stop me 
from urging everyone to 
read this book. Although, I, 
for one, have always been 
attracted to dark and un-
usual literature, regardless 
of your literary taste, this 
book is a rare gem, and it 
will touch all who read it. 
-Christophe Gilland 

Book Review: The Road 

The Road is an 
unflinching 

meditation on the 
worst and the 

best that we as 
humans are 
capable of 
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cal conservative in 
our own school, 
thinks that “people 
will be begging for 
McCain in two years.” 
That is, if the 72 year 
old senator lives until 
then. 
 
Change, as Obama offers it, 
relies on steering well away 
from the policies of Bush, 
and trying to clean up the 
mess of his eight-year term. 
He definitely has his work 
cut out for him. “If I haven’t 
gotten combat troops out 
of Iraq, passed universal 
health care, and created a 
new energy policy that 
speaks to our dependence 
on foreign oil and deals seri-
ously with global warming, 
then we’ve missed the 
boat.” Not to mention, he 
now has the mess of an 
economy to clean up. He is 
already working for change, 
as days after the election, he 
and his team are drafting 
plans to get rid of Guan-
tanamo Bay, the infamous 
Cuban prison. Obama is not 
even in office, and he’s al-
ready started working. If 
this is an indication of things 
to come, it’s going to be a 
good four years. 
2008 is one of the only 
times in history that there 
has been a Canadian and an 
American federal election in 
the same year. To say that 
the American election over-
shadowed our election 
would be an understate-
ment. This is natural for the 
international community, as 
the United States are the 
dominant world power, but 
this was happening in our 

“If there is anyone out there 
who still doubts that Amer-
ica is a place where all 
things are possible, tonight 
is your answer.” With these 
words, President-Elect 
Barack Obama made history 
on television sets across the 
world. Little more than 
forty-five years after Martin 
Luther King Jr. made his 
famous “I Have a Dream” 
speech, an African-American 
man was elevated to the 
highest office in America: 
President. On a platform of 
hope and change, Obama 
beat out Republican candi-
date, John McCain, by a 
landslide. It is projected he 
has 365 electoral votes, 
almost one hundred more 
than the 270 needed to win. 
He also had 52.7% of the 
popular vote, as opposed to 
McCain’s 46%. McCain had a 
difficult campaign to fight, 
having fundraised far less 
money, and having to con-
vince people he too, would 
be a change from the largely 
unpopular policies of Presi-
dent Bush. Obama had used 
change from the start, and 
frequently highlighted the 
fact McCain voted for 
Bush’s policies 90% of the 
time. People seem more 
likely to rally around 
Obama, probably due to the 
fact he is a great orator, and 
an inspirational figure. He 
offers change, which is both 
his strength and his weak-
ness. Change is integral for 
a society to advance, but 
critics have quickly jumped 
on the fact that the change 
Obama is promising has not 
been clearly explained. 
Domenico De Santis, a vo-

own country. Every Cana-
dian knows who Barack 
Obama is, but some aren’t 
even aware of the existence 
of Stephen Harper. Why do 
Canadians care more about 
the American election? Af-
ter all, their government 
doesn’t affect us as much as 
our own does. The key rea-
son is that in Barack 
Obama, the Americans have 
an inspirational leader who 
is now their president. He is 
neither boring, nor white, 
nor old, while our party 
leaders are all of the above. 
When was the last time 
someone was inspired by 
Stephen Harper? When was 
the last time our leaders 
made rousing speeches in 
stadiums to hundreds of 
thousands of supporters? 
Canadians are drawn to 
American politics because it 
is long, drawn out, and 
flashy. However, what I 
really don’t understand is 
how the large majority of 
Canadians supported 
Obama, immediately after 
voting in the Conservatives. 
Seems like kind of a para-
dox. We need to address 
this issue, and get people 
more excited about their 
own country’s election. 
What we need is a Canadian 
Obama. 

-MACK MCCORKINDALE  

Change has Come to America 
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